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1. JICA classifies projects into four categories according to the extent of environmental and social impacts, taking into account an outline of project, scale, site condition, etc.

· Category A: Proposed projects are classified as Category A if they are likely to have significant adverse impacts on the environment and society. Projects with complicated or unprecedented impacts that are difficult to assess, or projects with a wide range of impacts or irreversible impacts, are also classified as Category A. These impacts may affect an area broader than the sites or facilities subject to physical construction. Category A, in principle, includes projects in sensitive sectors, projects that have characteristics that are liable to cause adverse environmental impacts, and projects located in or near sensitive areas. An illustrative list of sensitive sectors, characteristics, and areas is provided below:

· Sensitive Sectors
Large-scale projects in the following sectors:
(1) Mining, including oil and natural gas development
(2) Oil and gas pipelines
(3) Industrial development
(4) Thermal power, including geothermal power
(5) Hydropower, dams, and reservoirs
(6) Power transmission and distribution lines involving large-scale involuntary resettlement, large-scale logging, or submarine electrical cables
(7) River/erosion control
(8) Roads, railways, and bridges
(9) Airports
(10) Ports and harbors
(11) Water supply, sewage, and wastewater treatment that have sensitive characteristics or that are located in sensitive areas or in their vicinity
(12) Waste management and disposal
(13) Agriculture involving large-scale land clearing or irrigation


· Sensitive Characteristics
(1)Large-scale involuntary resettlement
(2)Large-scale groundwater pumping
(3)Large-scale land reclamation, land development, and land clearing
(4)Large-scale logging

· Sensitive Areas
Projects in the following areas or their vicinity:
(1)National parks, nationally-designated protected areas (coastal areas, wetlands, areas for ethnic minorities or indigenous peoples and cultural heritage, etc. designated by national governments)
(2)Areas that are thought to require careful consideration by the country or locality
Natural Environment
a) Primary forests or natural forests in tropical areas
b) Habitats with important ecological value (coral reefs, mangrove wetlands, tidal flats, etc.)
c) Habitats of rare species that require protection under domestic legislation, international treaties, etc. 
d) Areas in danger of large-scale salt accumulation or soil erosion 
e) Areas with a remarkable tendency towards desertification
(3) Social Environment
a) Areas with unique archeological, historical, or cultural value
b) Areas inhabited by ethnic minorities, indigenous peoples, or nomadic peoples with traditional ways of life, and other areas with special social value

· Category B: Proposed projects are classified as Category B if their potential adverse impacts on the environment and society are less adverse than those of Category A projects. Generally, they are site-specific; few if any are irreversible; and in most cases, normal mitigation measures can be designed more readily.

· Category C: Proposed projects are classified as Category C if they are likely to have minimal or little adverse impact on the environment and society.

· Category FI: Proposed projects are classified as Category FI if they satisfy all of the following requirements: JICA’s funding of projects is provided to a financial intermediary or executing agency; the selection and appraisal of the Sub-projects is substantially undertaken by such an institution only after JICA’s approval of the funding, so that the Sub-projects cannot be specified prior to JICA’s approval of funding (or project appraisal); and those Sub-projects are expected to have a potential impact on the environment.

2. When necessary, JICA can change a category even after screening. This might occur such as when a new significant impact has come to light as a result of the cooperation project process, or in other specific situations.
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